Indonesia and the United States have begun constructing a maritime training center at the strategic
meeting point of the South China Sea and the Strait of Malacca. The cost of the base is $3.5 million
and is funded by the United States. The facility will include classrooms, office space, and a vessel
launch ramp. This shows the intention of the United States to maintain its strong security relationship

with Indonesia and compete with China for influence in the South China Sea and Southeast Asia.

The training center will be owned and operated by Bakamla, which is Indonesia’s maritime security
agency. Bakamla is responsible for protecting Indonesia’s territorial waters and its exclusive economic
zone. Bakamla will use the training center to improve personnel capabilities in responding to security
challenges. The establishment of the training center reaffirms the United State’s position as

Indonesia's main security partner.

Currently, Indonesia still maintains a neutral stance as they wisely navigate their foreign policy and
maintain the US as their main security partner and China as their largest trade partner. The
construction of this training center is the latest move in Indonesia’s efforts to maintain good relations

with the United States and China, while also enhancing its own capabilities.

To read more on this development, click on the following link: https://www.scmp.com/.../us-funds-

indonesian-maritime...
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The Philippines is now showing signs of changing its strategy in the
South China Sea. The Philippines under Duterte has in recent years
tried to downplay Chinese incursions into the Philippines’ Exclusive
Economic Zone. They did this to maintain goodwill with China in the

hopes of establishing mutual boundaries and understanding.

Now the Philippines appears to be changing their policy regarding the
South China Sea as they have been losing patience with China.
Recently, a Philippines marine patrol ship chased away an intruding
Chinese warship around the north-eastern Spratly group and escorted

it out of the area.

This is part of a region-wide trend as fellow ASEAN members Malaysia
and Vietnam have also been strengthening their resolve to stand up to
China’s aggressive behavior in the South China Sea. Countries such as
Australia, Japan, Canada, the United Kingdom, France and Germany
have joined the United States in pressuring China to accept
international norms and cease its expansionist activities in the South
China Sea. However, it is unlikely that China will back down to this
international pressure and the situation in the South China Sea is likely

to remain tense.

Read more on this development at:
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/south-china-sea-philippines-is-
changing-strategy-with-china/VTGK530RUDPEDEXYMBGUJLRAXQ/
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