The China-Laos Railway is expected to be completed by the end of 2021.

The electrified passenger and cargo railway is built based on the Chinese management and its
technical standards with an operating speed of 160 km per hour, consisting of over 400 km
starting from Vientiane, the capital city of Laos, to Boten border gate in northern Laos on the
border with China.

The construction of the project first started in December 2016 and despite the current situation
from the COVID-19 pandemic, the construction progress of the China-Laos Railway is still on
schedule to be launched by December 2, 2021. It is said that over 90 percent of the engineering
work is done and a majority of the tracks will be fully installed by mid-August.

Nevertheless, not only this project will convert Laos from a landlocked country to a land-linked
hub in Southeast Asia which can help Laos to further develop its economy.

Read more about this at: https://www.aseanbriefing.com/.../laos-planned-railways.../

Contributor: Suphasin Phongam
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1.Vaccinated people make up 75% of recent COVID-19 cases in Singapore, but few
fall ill

According to the Singapore government, vaccinated people accounted for
three-quarters of Singapore's COVID19 infections, but due to the rapid increase in
vaccination, the number of unvaccinated people has decreased

While Singapore uses Pfizer and Moderna (MRNA.O) vaccines in its national
vaccination plan, the data shows that of the 1,096 local infections in Singapore in the
past 28 days, 484 (about 44%) occurred in the fully vaccinated population, while 30%
were partially vaccinated, slightly more than 25 % were unvaccinated.

"As more and more people are vaccinated in Singapore, we will see more infections
happening among vaccinated people," Teo Yik Ying, dean of the Saw Swee Hock
School of Public Health at the National University of Singapore (NUS).

Health experts have said that infections of vaccinated people does not mean that
the vaccines are ineffective. The government has at least partially vaccinated nearly
757 of its population of 5.7 million. According to Reuters tracking data, Singapore has
the second highest vaccination rate in the world after the United Arab Emirates. Over
half of Singapore's population is fully vaccinated.

Read more about this development at:
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/vaccinated-people-singapore-make-up
-three-quarters-recent-covid-19-cases-2021-07-23/

Contributor: Suphasin Phongam
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2. Protest breaks out at prison in Myanmar's biggest city

A protest erupted at a prison in the capital city of Myanmar, Yangon, on July 23,
2021. The protest was against a worsening COVID-19 outbreak in the jail, which is
used to imprison opponents of February's military takeover. Furthermore, the
Thai-based activist group, Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) stated
that the protest started in the women’s prison bloc and was supported by some
members of the prison staff.

"The protest reportedly began because prisoners have not been provided with
medical care, and neither have prison staff been given protection from COVID-19," an
AAPP statement said.

However, a group of diplomatic missions from Australia, Canada, Britain, the
United States, and nine European Union countries posted a joint statement on
Facebook, calling for an end to the standoff. The statement said "We urge the
relevant authorities to resolve the situation peacefully and respect the basic right to
proper healthcare for all those detained inside this and other prisons"

Read more about this development at:
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/protest-breaks-out-prison-myanmars-bh
iggest-city-2021-07-23/

Contributor: Suphasin Phongam
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3. Philippines to bar travel from Malaysia, Thailand to curb Delta's spread

On July 25, the Philippines suspended travel from Malaysia and Thailand in an effort
to prevent the spread of the Delta variant of COVID-19 in the Philippines.

The authorities also decided to tighten restrictions in the capital city, Manila, in
order to prevent further domestic transmission of the Delta variant by prohibiting
any indoor sports and conference venues, indoor tourist attractions and gyms from
doing business. They have also cut the operating capacity of indoor and al fresco
dining restaurants.

In addition, children between the ages of five and 17 will not be allowed to leave
their homes. Nonetheless, with these public restrictions, the Philippines is now still
the second-highest humber of coronavirus cases and casualties in Southeast Asia,
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following Indonesia, with approximately 1.54 million infections and nearly 27,000
deaths so far.

Read more about this development at:
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/philippines-bar-travel-malaysia-thailan
d-curb-deltas-spread-2021-07-23/
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Vaccinated people make up 75% of
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but few fall ill.
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