ASEAN democracy is under threat?

Officially, ASEAN is committed to the development of democracy in the region. It was written in
the ASEAN Charter purpose of ASEAN is to “To strengthen democracy, enhance good governance and the
rule of law, and to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedom, with due regard to rights
and responsibilities of Member States of ASEAN” (ASEAN charter,2007). However, according to the
Economist Intelligence Unit’s democracy index, which measures the level of democracy in 167 countries
around the world, democracy is under threat in ASEAN. Unfortunately, most of ASEAN countries have been
categorized as “Flawed Democracies”, and some are ranked as “Authoritarian” The criteria that is used to
score countries in the index includes scoring electoral process, pluralism, how government functions, civil
liberties, and political culture, and political participation.
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Now, let’s take a look at the democracy rankings of nine ASEAN members.
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https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2021/02/02/global-democracy-has-a-very-bad-year
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The G7 has agreed to launch an infrastructure development called “Build Back Better
World” or “B3W”. The G7 is comprised of the United States, the UK, Canada, Japan, Italy,
France, and Germany. The aim of the B3W initiative is to help close the $40 trillion
infrastructure gap in low and middle-income countries by 2035. B3W will be funded by
hundreds of billions of dollars from the public and private sectors. The initiative also aims
to support democratic values, protect human rights, and bolster the private sector

infrastructure investment to be environmentally sustainable and socially responsible.

The B3W is strategically aimed at countering China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), a
tremendous Chinese - centralized infrastructure project aimed at connecting China to
regional blocs through financing infrastructure projects in developing countries. BRI was
launched by President Xi Jinping in 2013.

Let’s get to know “Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)” in ASEAN:
Contributor: Tinnaphop Kasemsuwan
Read More about B3W at: 1. https://www.theguardian.com/.../g7-global-infrastructure...
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